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CONEIDENTIAL DACCA 3374 

EOR NEA/PAB, PETER LANDE 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: EAGR, LAID, BG 

SUBJECT: BDG REQUEST FOR PL-480 RICE 

REF: DACCA 3337 

1. PRESIDENT ZIA HAS ASKED ME TO SEE HIM AT 1800 HOURS 
ON THURSDAY, JUNE 23. SUBJECT OF PL-480 RICE WILL 
ALMOST CERTAINLY COME UP AND I WOULD LIKE TO BE AS 
RESPONSIVE AS POSSIBLE. 

2. HOPE YOU CAN GIVE ME, BY THURSDAY MORNING DACCA 
TIME, AT LEAST A PRELIMINARY REACTION TO PROPOSAL 
REFTEL. TIMING OF RICE SHIPMENTS WILL ALSO BE IMPORTANT 
SO WOULD MUCH APPRECIATE INDICATION OE ANY CONSTRAINTS 
ON AVAILABILITIES OR DELIVERIES ON OUR SIDE AS WELL AS 
QUICKEST TIME IN WHICH WE COULD OBTAIN NECESSARY USG 
INTERAGENCY APPROVAL AND, IF REQUIRED TO CHANGE THE MIX 
OE THE 150,000 TONS, THRID COUNTRY CLEARANCES. MY 

GUESS ON THE BASIS OE TALKS WITH LOCAL IME REPRESENTA- 
TIVES IS THAT BDG WILL PUSH EOR DELIVERY HERE IN EARLY 
SEPTEMBER. ASSUMING CHITTAGONG PORT SITUATION IS 
SATISFACTORY, IS THIS REALISTIC FROM OUR STANDPOINT? 
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